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We don’t care….We ride there 

 
For many reasons this will be a sad note to write. 
 
Our Branch, as well as the Club, was rocked to its core with the recent, sudden, passing of one of our branch founders – 
Mike Smith. Mike was a colleague to us all, an elder statesman to the Club and a friend to many. His passing was felt deeply 
by many of us – myself included. Mike in company with notable members such as Alf Bridle, Brian Lowther and Dick Berry, 
who were part of the Perth Branch, split and formed Fremantle Group – later to become Fremantle Branch in it’s own right. 
Brian, with others, went on to form yet another Branch at Warnbro – these were the trail-blazing guys who contributed to the 
Club’s growth in WA. Mike was awarded the Dearnley Medal at the 2007 AGM for services to the Club - for our new  
members’ knowledge, this is the highest award attainable in Ulysses. For at least the last 10 years, Mike was the leading 
light for the Plod ride every Wednesday and has served as Returning Officer for many elections as well as being Editor and 
contributor (Captain Sticky Beak) to this newsletter. On the Branch’s behalf, and with the assistance of Dick Berry, I’ve  
already written a piece on Mike for the “Ridden On” section of Riding On – the Club magazine - so that we could make the 
next issue’s deadline. “Ride on”, Mike – you will be missed. 
 
Another sad event in the last month was the “off’ experienced by Dale “Wock” Watkinson on the Plod. At the time of writing 
Wock has started on what looks like a long road to recovery but, no doubt, you will have more up to date information via 
email on his progress by the time you read this. We all wish you a speedy recovery, Wock. 
 
On a pleasant note – we had the Biennial Hyden Trip. Thirty nine registrations made it a good turnout and the weather held 
out and stayed dry. Those that rode in the main group enjoyed morning tea at Pingelly and lunch at Kondinin – though some 
complained that the ride between both stops was a tad “leisurely”! We had a sumptuous BBQ on the night of arrival followed 
by a catered meal on Sunday night provided by the local Lions Club as a fundraiser. We were very happy to be able to  
contribute to the local community in this fashion – isn’t it good to ride our bikes and be part of the 99% in the community not 
the 1%! Unusual for a week-end ride but we had an actual, nominated in the Calendar, ride home via Kulin, Corrigin, 
Quairading and York (where a leisurely lunch was enjoyed) before scattering for our respective homes. 
 
Over recent weeks many of you have offered to nominate me as President for a third ‘tour’ but I’ve had to decline and after 
the AGM this Wednesday you will have a new team headed by a new President. Over recent months my “day job” has 
placed a lot of pressure on my time leaving me very stretched to give the Branch the level of dedication and attention I  
believe it deserves - the current diesel crisis in Perth meant I was unable to join those of you who attended Mike’s Wake after 
the funeral – a typical example of my need to decline nomination. 
 
The future in that space is also far from certain due to some big changes in ownership at work—so I have to keep myself 
flexible. 
I’ll close by thanking you all for your support over the last 2 years. I’ve enjoyed being your President and I look back with 
fondness at the many achievements we made together – The Cancer Ride, The Walk to End Women’s Cancers, The Ride 
Incentive Program, The Christmas Parties and Telemachus to name a few. 
 
God speed to you all and remember – Paint UP, Rubber DOWN! 
 
Ron Spencer (53780)  
President, Fremantle Branch. 
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Proud web sponsors 

Chain Reaction : Call 08 9258 5600           P & A Hughes  : Call 08 9332 4026 
 

                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          

                                              Willetton Exhaust : Call 08 9354 5004      
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FREMANTLE BRANCH MEETING 

2ND WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT SWAN YACHT 
CLUB. 

The committee is the servant of the Group, not the Master 
 
2011/2012 COMMITTEE: 
 
President      Ron Spencer                   Member  53780   
                      President@ulyssesfremantle.com                               
 
Secretary/Treasurer Eileen Garside Member  61118                              
     SecTreas@ulyssesfremantle.com      
                                        
Committee   Glenda McGregor          Member  32282 
                      Wil Duncan             Member 20116  
                      Colin Booth         Member 61215 
                      Tony Barton             Member  50460  
 
Ride Coordinator Colin Booth           Member  61215  
                      RideCo@ulyssesfremantle.com 
  
Wheezy Rider Editor Mick Katarski Member  55306 
                      Editor@ulyssesfremantle.com 
 
Web Master  Ron Spencer           Member 53780 
                       Webmaster@ulyssesfremantle.com 
 
Quartermaster   Wil Duncan              Member  20116 
                             Qm@ulyssesfremantle.com 
 
 
AROUND THE BRANCHES 
ARMADALE BRANCH 
Richard Peddel  93908764 
BUNBURY BRANCH 
Trevor Rose 0407998872 trevrose@westnet.com.au 
ESPERANCE BRANCH 
Steve Smith (Homer)  homers@westnet.com.au  
GERALDTON BRANCH 
Bruce Ralph 08-99642392   0427-642-392 
Bruce Ralph ralphy@wn.com.au   
JOONDALUP GROUP 
Ken Eaton   0893012727   ken@eatondesign.com.au 
MANDURAH BRANCH 
President    mmugpres@hotmail.com 
Secretary    mmugsec@hotmail.com    
PERTH BRANCH 
John Gliddon  93320440   0417-945-789 
WARNBRO SOUND WANDERERS 
Dianna Glover, Branch President, 0419 919 275 
Julie Wilcox, Branch Secretary, 0402 955 399  
GREAT  SOUTHERN  BRANCH 
Ray Prior 0898429293   guzzirider@aapt.net.au 
KALGOORLIE 
Andrew Mason  0890914220   0419922860 
 
WEB ADDRESSES 
National Ulysses site:     www.ulyssesclub.org           
Fremantle Ulysses  site: www.ulyssesfremantle.com 
 
 

 
Note: Next meeting, Wed 9th  

July 2014 
 

Plods and Saturday morning coffee 
 
Wednesday morning Plods have  
reverted back to South Beach at 9:00am for a 
9:30am start as previously however if you 
are an early riser members will still meet at 
the Victoria  Café that is located at the  
eastern end of the Fremantle ‘E’ Shed  
Markets for breakfast. Great coffee. After 
breakfast members will migrate to the South 
Beach start point via Marine parade in order 
to meet the 9:00am start time.  
 
For Plodders having breakfast at the Victoria 
Café, there is plenty of parking over near ‘B’ 
Shed outside the other cafe if the bays  
outside the Victoria Cafe are full. 
 
The  Saturday morning coffee get togethers 
will also continue to take place at the  
Victoria  Café, however commencement will 
be from 10.00am.  
 
Any enquiries regarding plods can be  
directed to Mick Katarski on 0415 568 089 
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Matchless is back on drawing board 
                   BY MARK HINCHLIFFE          IN MOTORBIKE NEWS             18 MAY, 2014 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   Kate Moss and Matchless  
 

 

Matchless is literally back on the drawing 
board with these sketches being registered in   
European patents offices by owner Franco 
Malenotti. 

The Italian has revitalized the Belstaff       
motorcycle clothing brand and now appears 
to be about to do the same with one of     
Britain’s oldest motorcycle marques. 

These sketches, obtained by online motor 
magazine Autoevolution, show how a new 
Matchless could look. Unlike many of the 
British bikes at the time, old Matchless bikes 
were largely powered by side-valve V-twins and it is believed a new bike would have an 
S&S heart. 
 
This one appears to be modeled along the lines of the old classic G80, Silver Hawk and  
Silver Arrow. It is highlighted by a mix of vintage and modern technologies. It has a solo 
tractor seat, naked tail, chain drive, twin headlights, spoked wheels, leading-link forks,   
fishtail twin exhausts, double-sided swingarm and an underslung mono rear shock. 
 
If Matchless returns as tipped at the Milan motorcycle show in November, it will likely be as 
a bespoke limited-edition model, much like the new Hesketh rather than the bigger volumes 
of the new Norton. But it certainly shows a continuing interest in the old British brands. 

 

New Matchless sketch 
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If Matchless returns as tipped at the Milan motorcycle show in November, it will likely be    

as a bespoke limited-edition model, much like the new Hesketh rather than the bigger     

volumes of the new Norton. But it certainly shows a continuing interest in the old British 

brands. What’s next? A BSA Gold Star revival? I’d like to see that!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
     
                                        Kate Moss on Marlon Brando’s Matchless  
 
 
Meanwhile, you can indulge yourself in the venerable brand with a range of men’s and 
women’s branded leather and waxed cotton jackets produced through the owner’s       
connection with Belstaff. The ad campaign for the 2014 collection features controversial 
British model Kate Moss. 
 
Interestingly, their  website says the ad campaign “features Moss on Marlon Brando’s   

motorbike from generation-defining film The Wild One.” However, Brando rode his own 

Triumph in the 1953 film. But there is a black-and-white photo of Brando on the Wild One 

set, sitting astride his 600cc Matchless Scrambler. Perhaps that is the bike Moss is seen 

sitting on in an odd pose with the bike sprawled on the floor. 
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                                                             Marlon Brando on his Matchless  
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
          Special request from one of Mike Smith’s national mates  
 

Mike and I had a pact. 
 
Whoever went first would salute the other with a  
slice of Wensleydale's finest and an agreeable red. 
 
We've had some good times in the 20 years I have  
known Mike. 
 
Who could forget that irascible, boisterous  
character with a certain form of authority 
that left an indelible mark on everyone he met  
and usually for all the right reasons. 
 
We will all eventually meet up on that Big Ride of  
the skies highway. 
 
Keep the sun at your back and nose to  the breeze. 
Ride on me old mate. 
 
 
Max Heazlewood 
Old Ulysses No. 7216 
Burnie, Tasmania  
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More shots of the US 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     Long Beach California 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    Long Beach California 
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More shots of the US (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oatman Arizona 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hoover Dam Nevada 
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 Hyden Weekend 2014 

 
Some memorable moments 
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A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU           

AT THE YERECOIN TAVERN            
GREAT HOME COOKED MEALS       

COLDEST BEER FOR MILES      

B B Q FACILITIES.   LIMITED 
OVER NIGHT ACCOMMODATION                                  
DISCOUNT ON ADVANCE GROUP    

BOOKINGS                                                   
SECURE PARKING FOR BIKES  

CONTACT YOUR HOSTS CHARLIE 
& DI CLARKE [Ulysses members]                             

PHONE 9654 6032 E MAIL                         

check.point@bigpond.com 
 

WA Companies who support The Ulysses 
Club 

  

American Motorcycles,  211 Albany 
Highway Victoria Park WA 6100  
Tel: (08)9361 4884 10% Discount on most after  
market parts and workshop 
  
Five Star Yamaha, 54 Rockingham Rd 
Hamilton Hill WA 6163 Tel: 08 9430 4090  
Up to 20% Discount on parts and accessories 
  
Honda Country, 59 Dixon Road  
Rockingham WA 6168 Tel: (08) 9527 5093  
Special Ulysses price on Application 
  
Hoon's Workshop, U5/4 Malcolm St,  
Maddington WA 6109 Tel: Vince 0417 956 523 
Trailer, Towbars, Bike Modifications & Custom Parts 
painted or chromed & more..... By a Ulyssian for 
Ulyssians 
  
In City Used Motorcycles Pty Ltd, 
614 Albany Highway Victoria Park WA 6100  
Tel: 08 9470 4446 Special Ulysses discount 
  

Kim Britton Kawasaki,  
2/91 Dickson Road Rockingham WA 6168  
Tel: 08 9592 1113 
Special Ulysses price on Application 
 
Mack 1 Motorcycles,  
237 Great Eastern Highway Midland WA 6056  
Tel: (08) 9250 2522 
15% Discount on access 5% Disc plus free tyre  
Fitting 
 
Motomax 
Motorcycle sales, service and parts. 1291 Albany 
Highway, Cannington , WA 6107.  
Ph. 9258 8299 or Ric Steele 0417 977 937.  
15% discount. 
 
Motorcycles Plus, 126 Kewdale Road, 
Kewdale WA 6105 Tel: (08) 9353 4567  
10% discount on parts, labour and repairs and tyres 
  
Total Motorcycle Accessories,  
1028 Albany Highway East Victoria Park WA 6107  
Tel: (08) 9472 3030 
Special Ulysses price on Application 
 
Tyres for Bikes, 621 Albany Highway,  
Victoria Park, WA 6100 Tel: 08 9362 6262  
10 % Discount 
 
Witch Cycles Suzuki,  
109 Day Rd Rockingham WA 6168  
Tel: (08) 9527 2398      10% Discount 
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SOME LIGHT HUMOUR 
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