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Hi Everyone, 
 

Unfortunately Colin is not available to provide a briefing this month so I will provide a bit of a spiel myself 
to fill the gap. 
 

As per the articles in this Wheezy, Reg’s ride on 22 April was a real hoot thanks to the exemplary  
weather. 
 

Patrick’s final ride to get lost one last time on 29 April was a resounding success, even though we  
engaged in some turning and ‘U turn’ practice at the top of Brigadoon. The ride commenced as usual 
and we had a great morning tea at Gidgegannup Bakery where I noticed my front tyre on one side was 
down to the belts, most likely from a foreign object becoming jammed between the mudguard and the 
tyre chafing it out.  
 

Upon our return we headed to Parker Street in South Perth where the event was to take place.   
Absolutely brilliant food, drinks and company around the pool. A very big thankyou to Chris, Patrick and 
all who helped make this farewell a great event. Patrick and Chris will be sadly missed, however we will 
keep them up to date with all the current events via the Wheezy. 
 

Please ensure you bring your relevant nomination forms to this month’s meeting if you are considering a 
position on the committee. 
 

Unfortunately I have not been able to secure a Flyer as yet for the May Breakfast Club venue for the 
Wheezy but I understand it will be in the Swan Valley Hills. The flyer will be disseminated to members 
when it becomes available. 
 

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish all our mothers a very happy Mother’s Day this coming 
Sunday. 
 

As Colin would say, that’s all for now and; 
 

Remember— It’s not what you ride, it’s your attitude that counts. 
 

Mick Katarski 55306 

Editor Ulysses Fremantle Branch 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We don’t care….We ride there 
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       Chain Reaction : Call 08 9258 5600       Custom Bike Electrics  : Call 08 93542270 
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FREMANTLE BRANCH MEETING 

2ND TUESDAY OF THE MONTH AT THE  
LEOPOLD HOTEL 326 CANNING HWY BICTON WA . 
The committee is the servant of the Group, not the Master 
 
2015/2016 COMMITTEE: 
 

President      Colin Booth                   Member  61215    
                      President@ulyssesfremantle.com                               
 

Secretary/Treasurer John Peffer       Member  40751                              
     SecTreas@ulyssesfremantle.com      
                                        
Committee   Allison Booth                 Member  61372 
     Mark Gilbert        Member  62437 
     Paul Turner        Member  61557 
                      Reg Williamson               Member  60253 
                      Michael Bligh                  Member  55903 
                      Mick Katarski                  Member  55306 
 
Ride Coordinator Pat Tinnelly           Member  61165 

RideCo@ulyssesfremantle.com  
 
Wheezy Rider Editor Mick Katarski Member  55306 
                      Editor@ulyssesfremantle.com 
 
Web Master  Ron Spencer           Member 53780 
                       Webmaster@ulyssesfremantle.com 
  
Quartermaster  Paul Turner                Member  61557 
                             Qm@ulyssesfremantle.com 
 
AROUND THE BRANCHES 

ARMADALE BRANCH 

Richard Peddel  93908764 

BUNBURY BRANCH 

Trevor Rose 0407998872 trevrose@westnet.com.au 

ESPERANCE BRANCH 

Steve Smith (Homer)  homers@westnet.com.au  

GERALDTON BRANCH 

Bruce Ralph 08-99642392   0427-642-392 

Bruce Ralph ralphy@wn.com.au   
JOONDALUP GROUP 

Ken Eaton   0893012727   ken@eatondesign.com.au 

MANDURAH BRANCH 

President    mmugpres@hotmail.com 

Secretary    mmugsec@hotmail.com    
PERTH BRANCH 

John Gliddon  93320440   0417-945-789 

WARNBRO SOUND WANDERERS 

Dianna Glover, Branch President, 0419 919 275 

Julie Wilcox, Branch Secretary, 0402 955 399  
GREAT  SOUTHERN  BRANCH 

Ray Prior 0898429293   guzzirider@aapt.net.au 

KALGOORLIE 

Andrew Mason  0890914220   0419922860 

 

WEB ADDRESSES 

National Ulysses site:     www.ulyssesclub.org           
Fremantle Ulysses  site: www.ulyssesfremantle.com 

 

 

Note: Next meeting, Tuesday 
12th  

June 2018 

 

Plods and Saturday morning coffee 

 
Wednesday morning Plods meet at South 
Beach for a 9:30am start.  
 
Any enquiries regarding plods can be  
directed to any of the following: 
 
Will Duncan   0403014197 
 
Patrick Hayes   0414756452 
 
Mick Webb   0893396874 
 
The  Saturday morning coffee get together 
will also continue to take place at the  
former site of the Victoria  Café, however 
commencement will be from 9.00am.  

 
DISCLAIMER. All expressions of opinion are published on the basis 
that they are not to be regarded as expressing the official opinion of 
the Ulysses Club but are included for general interest only. The Ulys-
ses Club Fremantle Branch accepts no responsibility for the accuracy 
of any of the opinions or information contained in the Wheezy Rider 
and readers should rely on their own enquiries in making any deci-
sions touching their own interest. Errors and omissions excepted. Pub-
lication of articles at Editor’s discretion. 
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For Sale 

 
2009 Oz Trike Chopper 2 Highway VW scat engine 1916cc. Piano black 
polished fibreglass with multi-coloured flakes. Stainless steel running 
board. 2 fuel tanks 50 Litres. Top box with stainless steel carry rack. 
Tow bar, turbo exhaust, manual gearbox, remote immobiliser, oil cooler 
filter unit, windscreen, double ET headlight with red eyes, skeleton hand  
mirrors, custom skull wheels, tool bag, stainless steel engine crash bar, 
twin Solex carburettors, 2 x leather pannier bags, Garmin on bracket. 
76,000 kms. Registered till April 2018  $20,000  
 

Please contact Pippa Leahy on 0418 940 766 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More photos following 
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A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU           

AT THE YERECOIN TAVERN            
GREAT HOME COOKED MEALS       

COLDEST BEER FOR MILES      

B B Q FACILITIES.   LIMITED 
OVER NIGHT ACCOMMODATION                                  
DISCOUNT ON ADVANCE GROUP    

BOOKINGS                                                   
SECURE PARKING FOR BIKES  

CONTACT YOUR HOSTS CHARLIE 
& DI CLARKE [Ulysses members]                             

PHONE 9654 6032                          
 

    E MAIL  checkpointsystems@bigpond.com  

 

WA Companies who support  
the Ulysses Club 

 
(Please ensure you supply Club ID) 

  

American Motorcycles,   

211 Albany Highway Victoria Park WA 6100  
Tel: (08)9361 4884. 10% Discount on most after  
market parts and workshop 

 

Five Star Yamaha,  
54 Rockingham Rd Hamilton Hill WA 6163  
Tel:08 9430 4090   
Up to 20% Discount on parts and accessories 

 

Hoon's Workshop,  
U3/5 Church Road, Maddington WA 6109  
Tel: Vince 9493 5444. Trailer, Towbars, Bike  
Modifications & Custom Parts painted or chromed & 
more..... By a Ulyssian for Ulyssians 

 

In City Used Motorcycles Pty Ltd, 
614 Albany Highway Victoria Park WA 6100  
Tel: 08 9470 4446.  Special Ulysses discount 
 

Kim Britton Kawasaki,  
2/91 Dickson Road Rockingham WA 6168  
Tel: 08 9592 1113 

Special Ulysses price on application 

 

Mack 1 Motorcycles,  
237 Great Eastern Highway Midland WA 6056  
Tel: (08) 9250 2522. 15% Discount on access and 

5% Discount for tyres plus free fitting 

 

Motomax, 
Dealer for Royal Enfield, Benelli, Sherco, SWM and  
Cfmoto. Motorcycle sales, service and parts.  
28 Hutton St, Osborne Park WA 6017. Ph. 9244 4441 or 
Ric Steele 0417 977 937.  http:www.motomax.com.au/      
15% Discount 
 

Motorcycles Plus,  
126 Kewdale Road, Kewdale WA 6105  
Tel: (08) 9353 4567. 10% Discount on parts, labour and 
repairs and tyres 

 

Rockingham Powersports,  
59 Dixon Road Rockingham WA 6168  
Tel: (08) 9527 5093 10% Discount 
 

Total Motorcycle Accessories,  
1028 Albany Highway East Victoria Park WA 6107  
Tel: (08) 9472 3030 

Special Ulysses price on application 

 

Tyres for Bikes,  
621 Albany Highway, Victoria Park, WA 6100  
Tel: 08 9362 6262. 10 % Discount 

 

Witch Cycles Suzuki,  
109 Day Rd Rockingham WA 6168  
Tel: (08) 9527 2398. 10% Discount 

 

For those dealing with depression before/during/
after addiction rehab we have been requested to 
promote Dr Keenan’s guide for those requiring 
more information. 
 

Dr Keenan’s guide can be accessed via the  
following link: 
 

 

https://www.inpatientdrugrehab.org/depression/ 
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Reg’s Ride Sunday 22 April 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Guys, some feedback on today's ride. Consensus was that it was excellently led, TEC was sublime 
and the corner marking best ever seen. 
 

A shot of the line up of exquisite machinery just prior to the start of the ride. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Excerpt from Ultimatemotorcycling.com 

 

2018 Yamaha Star Venture Review | 21 Fast Facts 

 

By Don Williams—February 15, 2018 

 

2018 Yamaha Star Venture Review w/ Transcontinental Option Package 

 

Unveiled in June 2017, but delayed in production for six months, we finally got a chance to go touring 
on the 2018 Yamaha Star Venture. 

An all-new machine, Yamaha gets serious about luxury, technology, and long-distance touring with 
the Venture. Here are 21 essential facts you want to know about riding the latest big-inch twin from 
Yamaha. 

1. Yamaha returns to luxury touring with an all-new motorcycle. If you’re a motorcycle touring 
enthusiast, you’re undoubtedly familiar with the venerable Royal Star Venture. However, it has  
nothing in common with the new 2018 Yamaha Star Venture, except for its mission to travel cross-

country with power and style.  

2. While it might bring the Raider powerplant to mind, the 2018 Yamaha Star Venture’s big  
V-twin is a completely new design. Checking in at 113 cubic inches with slightly undersquare 
twin-sparked combustion chambers, the air-cooled motor has pushrods actuating four valves per 
cylinder. Yamaha’s research convinced the company to move to a V-twin rather than lift the V-4 from 
the second generation VMax, as had been done with the Royal Star Venture with the original V-Max.  
 

3. Yamaha didn’t want you to be pounded by the V-twin and has done an impressive job of 
reducing vibration, but not entyrely eliminating feel. Not only does the Star Venture have 
counterbalancers, it also has composite engine mounts (not rubber) to keep the nastiest of vibrations 
at bay. The result is a motorcycle with a V-twin sensation that is not overwhelming. You will not be 
fatigued by vibration on long trips.  
 

4. Although not a V-4, the Venture does not want for power. The motor is all about low rpm 
torque to make things happen. The redline hits at an early 4750 rpm, with the torque peaking at 
about half that. The engine revs freely, so you’ll want to shift early when accelerating, as it hits the 
soft limiter quickly. Even at just 2000 rpm, it’s packing about 100 ft/lbs of torque, so there is no  
reason to wring it out.  
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5. There are two power modes, and they are distinctive. For most riding, the Touring mode is 
the way to go. The power delivery is softly insistent. When it comes time to pass, or you simply want 
that feeling of unencumbered acceleration, switch to the Sport mode. This is quickly accomplished 
by letting off the throttle and pushing a large button with your left thumb. To get back to Touring, just 
push the button again. Traction control is part of the electronics package—if it intervened, I never felt 
it. 
 

6. Shifting is extraordinarily smooth. Big inch V-twins can be a clunky group when it comes to 
transmissions, but the Yamaha Star Venture is incredibly smooth. Despite having floorboards,  
Yamaha goes with a toe-only shifter for the six-speed gearbox. That’s not an issue, as it doesn’t take 
much effort to move the lever on upshifts. In fact, it is more than happy to accommodate clutchless 
upshifts under power, though we wouldn’t recommend that as a daily diet for the tranny. 
 

7. Clutch action isn’t heavy due to an assist-and-slip design, though engagement is late. It’s 
easy to overrev away from stops until you get used to how far the lever has to get from the grip  
before the clutch fully engages. It’s not a big issue, though with a machine this size, earlier full-
engagement makes the motorcycle easier to handle. I aggressively downshifted a number of times to 
confirm the slipper system works—it does. 
 

8. With plenty of power, stability is a must on a big motorcycle, and the 2018 Yamaha Star 
Venture delivers. It is no surprise that the Venture has a rock solid feel at speed—the specs 
don’t lie. The wheelbase is over five-and-a-half feet and the non-adjustable 41mm forks are kicked 
out 31 degrees. Add to that a commanding weight of 963 pounds for the Transcontinental version we 
tested, along with a fat 200mm rear tyre, and you know the Venture is planted on the road. Even in 
high wind conditions with 18-wheelers blasting by at closing speeds of around 140 mph or so, the 
Venture did not waver. 

9. Although the frame-mounted fairing offers good protection, it doesn’t put you in a cocoon. 
Riders looking for a motorcycle with a still-air bubble behind the windscreen and fairing won’t find 
what they’re looking for in the Venture. There is always a bit of wind moving around, even with the 
electronically adjusted windshield at its highest position, the mid-fairing wind wings adjusted to direct 
air away from the rider, and the lower fairing vents closed. The key to getting the airflow to your liking 
is to pay close attention to the configuration of these three air management opportunities.  
Annoyingly, you have to go through the infotainment menu to adjust the windshield, or push buttons 
on the tank—we prefer a more accessible bar-mounted control. 
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10. In the twisties, the Star Venture acquits itself impressively. When riding a motorcycle that 
weighs nearly a half-ton before you get on it, you don’t expect much in the way of agility. However, 
the Star Venture is quite effective in the corners. As in a straight line, stability in fast corners is  
unquestioned—this bike goes where you point it. When you need to make a mid-corner correction, 
the Venture needs only a bit of body English and grip pressure to redirect itself. Even in tight corners, 
the Venture feels light on its feet. As satisfying as it is at high speeds through open terrain, it’s  
equally rewarding to hustle through the mountains.  
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11. Bridgestone Exedra tyres are a known quantity, and they live up to their reputation. The 
Exedras help make the Yamaha a no-drama tourer. Stability is outstanding, as is braking feel. You 
can lean the Star Venture until you run out of cornering clearance with no protests by the tyres. As a 
bonus, tyre pressure monitoring is standard on the 2018 Yamaha Star Venture. 
 

12. Braking is ready for the speeds the Venture easily attains. I’m a huge fan of the linked 
brakes, and use the foot pedal almost exclusively. It puts plenty of braking force on the 200mm  
rubber in the back, while adding just the right amount of pressure to the 298mm discs in the front. 
Yes, the front brake lever is there for the hardest stops, but with ABS to back you up, going with the 
triple-disc foot pedal is more than enough over 99 percent of the time. The ABS is well mannered 
and does its job fairly transparently. 
 

13. Approachable ergonomics of the 2018 Yamaha Star Venture help make the tourer  
manageable. The grips and floorboards aren’t a long reach, and the seat height is a low 27.4 
inches. As big as the Venture is, it doesn’t have an overwhelming feel. The bars are fairly low, 
though you can rotate them up quite a bit, if desired. In any case, you are still fairly upright on the 
Venture; there is only so much room on the floorboards to adjust your foot position to reduce fatigue. 

14. The seat is a bit of a sore spot. As long-distance touring mounts go, the Venture’s seat is firm. 
The seat feels good for most of a 6.6-gallon tankful without stopping, but it eventually makes itself 
noticed. The seat has nice lumbar support, though it is no replacement for a full back support. We 
couldn’t find anyone who would want to run through a couple of tanks with just a stop for high-test, 
so plan on a lengthy lunch stop to give your posterior a change of pace. After an hour lunch break, I 
was fine for another tank-emptying run, but those with more sensitive rear ends will want to look into 
a cushier replacement. 
 

15. The seat and grips are heated, and they get hot. Even when the temperature dropped to 42 
degrees as I was flying through a wintery Mojave Desert, I didn’t need to go hotter than the middle of 
three heat levels on the seat or grips—even then, I was switching between low and medium. If you 
like to ride with the temperature near freezing, those heaters are ready for you. Adjusting the heating 
elements is a bit of a pain, though, as there aren’t dedicated buttons or switches—you must go 
through the menu of the infotainment system. 
 

16. While the infotainment system in the Transcontinental Option Package is good, it’s not 
great. We’re all used to smartphones, and the intuitive user interface of the iOS and Android  
operating systems. It takes some time to learn the ins and outs of the Venture’s infotainment system 
and customize it to your needs. The system still relies on a cable to communicate with the rider via 
speakers and a microphone in the helmet (a Bluetooth interface may be a future option). Still, you 
have the features you expect, including GPS, multiple radio bands, limited interfacing with your 
smartphone via Bluetooth, a USB port, rider-to-passenger intercom, and various technical readouts.  
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17. Yamaha’s new Sure-Park System is great for nudging the Venture in parking lots. Pull out 
a huge lever on the left side of the engine, and the Venture is ready to become an  
electric motorcycle. Don’t worry—it won’t even go walking pace. Instead, you use a button on the left 
instrument pods to inch the Venture forward or backward as needed. There is a limit to its power—I 
have a somewhat steep driveway and the Sure-Park balked at taking the Venture up it. You will 
probably think you won’t need this feature, but it’s addictive in tight quarters. 
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18. We haven’t yet tested it with a passenger—though watch for a report soon—but the  
passenger accoutrements are nice. The backrest is 17 inches wide, the passenger gets her 
own music options (including controls), and there is an independent seat heater control that also 
warms up the backrest. With the Transcontinental Option Package, the two Venturers have 38  
gallons of storage space for travelling. 
 

19. The bags lock electronically, but they aren’t one-touch for opening. While I loved being 
able to push a button on the Yamaha Smart Key fob to lock and unlock the sidebags and trunk, 
they’re fiddly to open with gloves on and two hands are required. A system with automatic damped 
opening and closing lids would bring the bags up to luxury standards. As you would expect, you can 
put a couple of full-face helmets in the cavernous trunk; the sidebags look larger from the outside 
than they are on the inside, but they still have a good, usable capacity. 

 

20. For those who like to tour at night, Yamaha has gone all LED with the 2018 Star Venture. 
With the four headlights on, you will not be wanting for vision, while the running lights and turn  
signals are highly visible. The fog lights on the Transcontinental version are also LED, and make the 
Venture even more conspicuous. 
 

21. Not quite up to the latest technological standards, the 2018 Yamaha Star Venture  
establishes itself as a rider’s tourer. With a fantastic chassis and wonderfully responsive  
motor, the Star Venture is simply a great ride. Longest distance riders will want to personalize it a bit, 
while those who keep the daily mileage down to a couple of tankfuls will find very little to distract 
from pure touring enjoyment. 
 

Photography by Don Williams 
 

2018 Yamaha Star Venture Specs 

 

ENGINE  
 

• Type: V-twin 

• Displacement: 113ci (1854cc) 

• Bore x stroke: 100 x 118mm 
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• Compression ratio 9.5:1 

• Cooling: Air 

• Valve train: Pushrod actuated overhead valves; 4 vpc 

• Fuel delivery: Yamaha Fuel Injection w/ YCC-T and D-Mode 

• Ignition: Transistor-controlled 

• Transmission 6-speed 

• Clutch: Assist-and-slip wet clutch 

• Final drive: Belt 
 

CHASSIS  
 

• Frame: Cast and forged steel w/ die-cast aluminum rear subframe 

 

• Front suspension; travel: Non-adjustable 46mm fork; 5.1 inches 

 

• Rear suspension; travel: Linkage-assisted remote-reservoir gas shock w/ remote spring-preload 
adjustment; 

 

• 4.3 inches 

 

• Wheels: Aluminum alloy 

 

• Tyres: Bridgestone Exedra 

 

• Front tyre: 130/70 x 18 

 

• Rear tyre: 200/55 x16 

 

• Front brakes: 298mm discs 

 

• Rear brake: 320mm disc ABS: Standard, w/ linked braking 

 

DIMENSIONS and CAPACITIES  
 

• Wheelbase: 67.6 inches 

 

• Rake: 31.0° 
 

• Trail: 5.7 inches 

 

• Seat height 27.4 inches 

 

• Fuel capacity: 6.6 gal 
 

• Estimated fuel economy: 34 mpg Wet weight: 957 pounds (Transcontinental: 963 pounds) 
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Some Old Perth Classics (cont.) 
Photos compiled courtesy of Lost Perth (Facebook) 
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SOME LIGHT HUMOUR 
 

A mother and her young son were flying Southwest Airlines from Kansas City to 
Chicago. The son turned from the window to his mother and asked, "If big dogs 
have baby dogs and big cats have baby cats, why don't big planes have baby 
planes?" 
 

The mother said, "Well, maybe that's something you could ask the stewardess." 
 

So the boy asked the stewardess, "If big dogs have baby dogs and big cats have 
baby cats, why don't big planes have baby planes?" 
 

The stewardess responded, "Did your mother tell you to ask me?" 
 

The boy admitted that this was the case.  
 

"Well, then, tell your mother that there are no baby planes because Southwest  
always pulls out on time. You can ask your mother to explain it to you."  
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

There were two buddies, one with a Doberman Pinscher and the other with a  
Chihuahua. The guy with the Doberman Pinscher says to his friend, "Let's go over 
to that restaurant and get something to eat." 
 

The guy with the Chihuahua says, "We can't go in there. We've got dogs with us." 
 

The buddy with the Doberman Pinscher says, "Just follow my lead." 
 

They walk over to the restaurant, the guy with the Doberman Pinscher puts on a 
pair of dark glasses and he starts to walk in. The bouncer at the door says, "Sorry, 
mate, no pets allowed." 
 

The man with the Doberman Pinscher says, "You don't understand. This is my  
seeing-eye-dog." 
 

The bouncer says, "A Doberman Pinscher?" 
 

He answers, "Yes, they're using them now; they're very good and protect me from 
robbers, too." 
 

The man at the door says, "Come on in." 
 

The buddy with the Chihuahua figures, "What the heck," so he puts on a pair of dark 
glasses and starts to walk in. 
 

Once again the bouncer says, "Sorry, pal, no pets allowed." 
 

The guy with the Chihuahua says, "You don't understand. This is my seeing-eye 
dog." 
 

The bouncer at the door says, "A Chihuahua?" 
 

The man with the Chihuahua says, "A Chihuahua?????? They gave me a  
Chihuahua?!" 
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A man is out walking his dog beside a lake when he suddenly sees a 

woman just managing to keep her head above water, but then slowly 

sink. He dives in, grabs the woman and pulls her to the edge of the 

lake.. He places her on her back, raises her arms and starts making 

pumping movements. Each time he pumps, a thick jet of water shoots out 
of her mouth. 
 

In the meantime, a cyclist has stopped and is watching the events, 
shaking his head. 
 

The man keeps pumping, but each time a thick jet of water still shoots 

out of her mouth. 
 

The cyclist just shakes his head and says, "That's never going to 

work." "Shut up! I know what I'm doing, I'm a doctor." 

 

"Well," says the cyclist, "I'm an engineer and I'm telling you if you 

don't take her arse out of the water you'll pump the lake dry. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 


